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PlastercastsofBernini'sbustof CharlesI
BYGUDRUNRAATSCHEN

NO satisfactory image of Bernini's famous bust of Charles I which
perished in the Whitehall palace fire of 1698 has hitherto come to
light in modern times. The most widely accepted has been a mar-

ble bust, now at Windsor (Fig.43),which Katherine Esdailepub-

lished as a copy after the Bernini in 1938, but which Michael
Vickers in 1978 suggested was more likely to be a copy after a lost
bust by Francois Dieussart.' Two previously unnoticed plaster casts
(Figs.44 and 46a-c), here published for the first time, may help to
resolve, if only partially, the actual appearance of the lost work.
The history of Bernini's bust and the circumstantial evidence as
to its appearance and quality are well known. Commissioned by
Queen Henrietta Maria in 1635 and modelled on Van Dyck's
triple-portrait of the king (Fig.44), it reached England on 27thJuly
1635 and survived the vicissitudes of the Commonwealth, but was
nowhere to be found in the wreckage of the palace after the fire.2
When it was exhibited in Rome before being despatched to England, the Duke of Modena's agent noted the diligence, care and
excellence of the execution, while the young Nicholas Stone
remarked on the 'exquisitenese of the worke' and reported on the
'likenese and nere resemblance itt had to the King countennance'
to Bernini himself, who told him that he 'had taken so great paines
and study on itt'. Bernini had been worried about the danger of the
delicate and minutely carved details - including 'the little lockes of
hayre' and 'the worke of the band' - breaking off in transport or
when the cover was removed.3 It is also known that plaster-casts of
the bust were made in England, several of which were owned by
artists. Van Dyck may perhaps have had one,4 and after the
Restoration others were in the possession of George Vertue,
Jonathan Richardson Sr., the sculptor Francis Bird and the jeweller
Michael Rose." Two of these, Vertue's and Richardson's (Fig.45)
are recorded in drawings by their owners, Richardson's being
inscribed 'K. Ch.I after a Cast from that of Bernini lost wn. White

hall burn ... 24 May'.'
It would appear that Vertue's cast differed in detail from the one
owned by Bird for he records 'a Cast of [Bernini's bust] in possession Mr Bird Statuary - another cast I have but differing in the hair
& Shoulders - which I take to be a cast of that very face of the Marble Bust. but alterd in other parts by some skillfullArtist'.7Since the
casts of Rose and Richardson seem to have shown only the face, it
is perhaps the case that only one mould was made from the original, covering only the face and part of the hair in the manner of a
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death mask, and that all the casts derived from this mould, Vertue's
(and perhaps also Bird's, Vertue's exact meaning being, as so often,
unclear) being elaborated to include the shoulders and more hair to
approximate the original appearance of Bernini's marble.
The two plaster-casts published here, one in a British private collection and the other at Berkeley Castle, Glos. conform closely to
that drawn by Richardson. They are clearly taken from a carved
sculpture, but do not correspond with any of the extant busts of
Charles I by or after Le Sueur, Dieussart and other sculptors.8As in
Richardson's cast, only the face is shown, though with rather more
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44. CharlesI, here identified as after Bernini. Plaster cast, 31 by 20 by 35 cm. (Private collection, England).

hair, and Richardson's fine pencil lines delineating the eyebrows,
moustache and beard in the drawing correspond closely to the chisel marks recorded in the casts (where, in addition, the marks of the
drill and undercutting are also reproduced). For example, the differentiation of the horizontal lines which move slightly downwards
in the right eyebrow as against those of the left, which move diagonally upwards, is similar on both the drawing and the casts, while
Richardson's depiction of both pupils and irises in the eyes suggest
that the cast he drew from had incised eyes, as do the two casts published here. Though the eyelids appear heavier in the drawing, this
can be ascribed to the fall of light on the cast he drew from, for the
proportions and outlines correspond well to those of our two examples. The drawn nose shows the same even line from nose to tip as
is found on the busts, and full lips and slightly open mouth are common to all, including the prominent groove at the median line of
the upper lip (though the slight indentation in the lower lip is absent
from the drawing). The drawing also follows the development of
the curls of the moustache from the nose to their extremities, and
although the distinction between the smaller and larger curls is
blurred in the drawing, Richardson indicates their respective origins from under the tip of the nose and from the ridge of the upper
lip as it is found on the casts. The drawing also follows the roughly
tripartite structure of the beard in the casts with two small locks at
the top from which two longer strands hang down and the small
swirl to the right at the point. If the face appears slightly fuller in the
drawing, this may be because it was made from a cast without the
hair present on the two published here, but it is telling that
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45. Drawingof a plastercast of CharlesI, byJonathanRichardsonSr.
Blacklead, on vellum, 15 by 20 cm. (AshmoleanMuseum,Oxford).
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46a-c. Three views of a plaster cast bust of Charles I, here identified as after Bernini. Plaster cast, 31 by 20 by 35 cm. (RJ.G. Berkeley, Esq., Berkeley Castle, Glos).

47. Triple-portrait
of CharlesI, by Anthony van Dyck. 84.5 cm by 99.7 cm (Her Majesty The Queen, The Royal Collection').
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Roubiliac.Marble,71 cm.high(TheWallaceCollection,
48. Charles
I, by Frangois
London).
Richardson shows the same sharp cut at the neck, where one supposes the collar must have been sculpted on Bernini's original.
Given Richardson's known skill as a portrait draughtsman,9 it is
clear that his drawing must have been taken from a cast made from
the same mould as the two published here. And besides the testimony of Richardson's own inscription that his cast was from the
Whitehall Bernini, two other pieces of visual evidence lead us to the
same conclusion.
The first is the bust of Charles I now in the Wallace Collection
(Fig.48), made by Roubiliac for George Augustus Selwyn in 1759
and said by Dallaway to have been based on 'Vandyck's portraits
and a cast from that by Bernini'.'l And although it is obviously a
free interpretation by Roubiliac, certain features do correspond
with our casts. The hair, lying flat on the head is comparable to the
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hair on our two casts, with its centre parting from which it falls
away in waves (but, it should be noted, it is entirely dissimilar to
the hair on the bust at Windsor; Fig.43). If the hair on the casts
does indeed follow Bernini's original, then it is worth noting its
stylistic similarity to the hair on the bust of Costanza Bonarelli in
the Bargello, Florence, executed about 1636, where we find the
same fine parallel strands handled as a differentiated, though
smooth and compact mass."
The second can be inferred from a remark by Vertue: 'by the
Coppies of King Charles the first picture. after Vandyke the three
heads done for Bernini to make the Bust of the King in Marble the profil from which Bernini coppyd - seems most like the bust'.2
And indeed, it is the profile of the plaster cast (Fig.46a) which comes
closest to the three images in the painting (Fig.44). Bernini did not
copy it slavishly, but slightly changed the arrangement of the hair,
straightened the nose a little at the tip and, though almost imperceptibly, evened out the forehead above the eyebrows. His most
obvious divergence was in the nose, which is slightly skewed to the
left in Van Dyck's frontal view, but drifts to the other side in the cast
(Fig.46b), but he seems to have followed other details faithfully,
including the receding lower lip visible in the profile view, and the
brushed up moustache with smaller curls at the centre, and the fanlike one at the left. It is worth pointing out that although many
scholars have accepted the Windsor bust (Fig.43) as a copy after the
lost Bernini, several have remarked on its difference from the painting in terms of physiognomy." The plaster casts now show that the
bust had nothing of the vividness of the portraits of Scipione Borghese or Costanza Bonarelli, but preserved the stoic reserve of Van
Dyck's presentation of the monarch.'4
Unfortunately, nothing is known of the history of the cast reproduced in Fig.44. That at Berkeley Castle appears to have been
there since at least the late eighteenth century, for Horace Walpole
saw it in 1774 in the room where Edward II was reputedly murdered: 'In that room they show you a cast of a face in plaster, and
tell you it was taken from Edward's. I was not quite so easy of faith
about that, for it is evidently the face of Charles I'.~ Although
Walpole does not say how the cast was displayed, it was probably
in the same black octagonal box in which it is presently fixed, surrounded by an attached 'collar' of gilded plaster cherub wings,
almost certainly alluding to the cult of Charles, King and Martyr,
which grew up after the regicide. The other bust, which is a crisper
cast perhaps taken when the mould was less worn, is in a similar
box, suggesting that they might have originated from the same
workshop supplying royalist demand for images of the king.'6
Whatever the case, these humble casts now provide us with a more
secure impression of Bernini's achievement. The fuller composition of the bust and the appearance of the finely carved details of
the costume of which Bernini was so proud, must remain a matter
of speculation until new evidence comes to light.17
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